doctrine of blood

I. Introduction.

A. This doctrine is designed to accurately identify the various ways the term blood is used in the Word of God, which include the literal meaning and several other figurative meanings.

B. A cursory study of modern theology will reveal a great controversy surrounding the nature and meaning of the phrase the blood of Christ, which many insist must only be interpreted literally.

C. While there are variations, the crux of their view is that it was the literal blood of Christ that provided the potential of salvation for all mankind.

1. Some teach that the blood that flowed through the humanity of Christ was special since it was not human blood but divine blood.

2. This view is very often based on faulty beliefs regarding the matter of original sin and the reason for and nature of the Virgin Birth.  Heb. 2:14

3. Those that hold such beliefs often teach that the blood Christ shed on the cross was collected and is preserved in Heaven by God.

D. In addition to this error, another theological error comes from those that advocate a doctrine of transubstantiation, which teaches that the elements of the Lord’s Table are actually transformed into the literal body and blood of Christ.

II. Vocabulary.

A. The Hebrew language has only one word for blood, which is ~D' (dam).

B. There is a rare term raev. (she’er--blood relative), which is used six times to denote blood in the sense of a familial relationship.  Lev. 18:6,12,13
C. The Greek language likewise has only one term that means blood, which is the feminine noun ai-ma (haima--blood).
III. The term blood is used both literally and figuratively.

A. The literal meaning of both the Hebrew and Greek terms for blood is the substance that circulates throughout the bodies of men and animals.  Gen. 37:31; Jn. 19:34

B. However, the literal usages of the term do not predominate in the Bible; the term is used figuratively to denote other concepts.

C. It is used as a figurative term for humanity, as seen in the phrase flesh and blood.  Matt. 16:17;  ICor. 15:50; Heb. 2:14

D. It can be used similarly to the noun raev. (she’er) to express the idea of a genetic relationship of some sort.  Num. 27:11; Jn. 1:13 “bloodline”
E. Blood is used to denote the idea of being responsible for someone’s death or culpable for killing.  IISam. 1:16; Matt. 27:25

F. It can be used metaphorically with the term yqin" (naqiy--clean, pure) to denote the opposite concept of innocence.  Deut. 19:10; Prov. 6:17

G. The phrase the blood of grapes is used figuratively in regard to literal wine.  Gen. 49:11; Deut. 32:14

H. The shedding of blood is used in a general sense to denote death and can refer to suffering death by any number of means.

1. Murder.  Gen. 4:10-11, 9:6; IISam. 3:28

2. Warfare.  IKings. 2:5; IChron. 28:3

3. Capital punishment.  Gen. 9:6; Num. 35:33

4. Sacrifice.  Ex. 12:1-7,13,22,23

IV. Animal sacrifices and the significance of the blood in the Old Testament.

A. The Bible confirms the reality that the seat of life in animals is found within their blood.  Lev. 17:11; Gen. 9:4

B. Although animals possess animate, conscious life, they do not possess souls or real self-consciousness. 

C. The shedding of an animal’s blood by means of a ritual sacrifice, which was accomplished by slitting the throat and draining the blood from the animal, resulted in the animal’s death.

D. However, it was not actually the physical blood that was the critical part of the sacrifice; it was the innocent life that the blood represented.  Lev. 17:11

E. The shedding of the visible, physical blood actually represented the invisible life of the animal being sacrificed, which typologically foreshadowed the substitutionary sacrifice of Christ.

F. The same principle is true of the spiritual death of Christ, which is also referred to as the blood of Christ; this phrase focuses on the sacrifice of His sinless life.

G. The mistake some theologians have made is to presume that it is a direct analogy, when it is in fact a representative analogy; while the blood of the animal is literal, the blood of Christ is not.
1. The physical blood of the animal was only efficacious by virtue of the fact that life of the innocent animal was taken in sacrifice.

2. The innocent substitue was offered in place of the guilty, who identified himself with the sacrifice by the laying on of his hands.  Lev. 1:4, 3:2,8
3. In Jesus’ case, the blood still represents the innocent life, which was offered up willingly by the lamb of God in order to take away the sin of the world.  Jn. 1:29, 10:17-18

4. Since blood is associated with death, the blood of Christ then refers to the innocent life being offered and the suffering of spiritual death on behalf of the human race.  Heb. 2:9; Mk. 15:34

H. Although the Jews (as well as some theologians) have distorted the ritual into reality, the fact is that animal sacrifices and the shedding of their blood never did and never could procure forgiveness.  Heb. 10:1-4

I. The blood of sacrificial animals was used for a number of things in the Old Testament; however, those ritual usages foreshadowed specific doctrines related to the work of Christ on the cross.

1. Blood applied to the horns of the altar symbolizes the power of God in the message of salvation.  Ex. 29:12; Rom. 1:16

2. Sprinkling the blood on the bronze altar teaches that the sacrifice of Christ that propitiated the righteousness of God was a public event; His sacrifice was observed by others.  Lev. 17:6; Rom. 3:25; IJn. 2:2

3. When the blood was sprinkled on the mercy seat, it taught the doctrine of propitiation, which deals with the impact of His sacrifice with respect to the satisfaction of God’s righteousness and justice.  Lev. 16:14-15; Heb. 2:17

4. Pouring out the bulk of the blood at the base of the altar teaches the doctrine of unlimited atonement, which portrays the spiritual reality that the majority of mankind is negative and will not profit from the sacrifice of Christ.  Ex. 29:12; Lev. 4:7; ITim. 4:10; IJn. 2:2; Matt. 7:13-14

5. When blood is placed on the right ear, thumb, toe, and clothing, it teaches that the work of Christ is the basis for the intake of Bible doctrine, divine good production, and the Christian walk of the Royal Priesthood.  Ex. 29:20-21; Lev. 8:23-24; Rom. 6:13

6. The blood applied to the horns of the altar of incense denotes that the work of Christ is the basis for power in prayer.  Lev. 4:7; Jn. 15:7; Heb. 4:14-16

7. The fact that the blood was sprinkled seven times relates to the reality that the work of Christ was complete; nothing could or needed to be added to that work.  Lev. 4:6,17; Heb. 10:10-14

V. Jesus Christ and the significance of His blood.

A. While it is true that Jesus Christ died twice on the cross (spiritually and physically), His physical death and the sufferings associated with that (like bleeding) are not the basis for salvation.

1. Jesus’ sufferings fall into two categories: the visible sufferings inflicted by men and the invisible suffering inflicted by God during the bearing of sins.

2. Those sufferings inflicted by men were purely physical in nature and could only affect the material body.

3. The sufferings inflicted by God were spiritual in nature and involved separation from the Son (spiritual death) while He was bearing the sins of all humanity.

4. Therefore, although Jesus bled both before and after His deaths on the cross, one should not believe that the sufferings inflicted by men were the basis for salvation.  Lk. 22:44,63; Matt. 27:26-30; Jn. 19:18,34

B. Jesus Christ made a conscious decision to comply with the will of the Father in the matter of His spiritual death.  Jn. 10:17-18; Matt. 26:39-44; Heb. 9:14

1. His spiritual death lasted approximately three hours, between the hours of 12-3 PM.  Matt. 27:45-46; Lk. 23:44

2. It was during this time that darkness fell on the land; the extent of that darkness is debated since Matthew uses the term γῆ (ge--earth, land, region) to refer to a province (Matt. 2:6), all Israel (Matt. 2:20-21), and the earth.  Matt. 5:5,18 
3. During this time all the sins of all the members of the human race, who ever had or ever would live, were imputed into His physical body, and Jesus was judged with spiritual death.  IICor. 5:21; IPet. 2:24

4. During this time of spiritual death, the humanity of Christ was separated from God the Father; Jesus drew attention to this fact by quoting Psalm 22.  Ps. 22:1; Matt. 27:46

5. Following that time when He bore the sins of the world, His relationship with the Father was restored; the evidence for this is found in the way in which Christ addressed God.  Lk. 23:46

6. Just prior to dismissing His own spirit and dying physically, Jesus Christ shouted that the matter of man’s sins had been resolved.  Lk. 23:46; Jn. 19:30

7. It was His spiritual sacrifice that ratified the terms of the New Covenant, which had been prophesied by Jeremiah.  Jer. 31:31; Lk. 22:20

C. Synonyms for the blood of Christ.

1. Christ died for our sins.  ICor. 15:3

2. Christ bore our sins.  IPet. 2:24

3. Christ was made sin.  IICor. 5:21

VI. Eating flesh and drinking blood.

A. Jesus Christ taught that if one wanted to enjoy the benefits of spiritual life, he must eat His flesh and drink His blood.  Jn. 6:53

B. Many of those listening came to believe that Jesus Christ was advocating cannibalism for salvation; this was highly offensive to the Jews and His teaching provoked a strong and immediate reaction.  Jn. 6:52,60,66

C. However, Jesus was no more speaking literally than anyone is when he refers to Jesus as the Lamb of God.  Jn. 1:29,36

D. Jesus used figurative language on any number of occasions to teach various truths; however, one should not think that Jesus was actually made of bread (Jn. 6:35), that He was composed of light (Jn. 8:12), that He was a literal door (Jn. 10:9), or that He was a vine.  Jn. 15:1

E. While many interpreters view the teaching found in John 6 in terms of the Lord’s Table, that view is foreign to the context; Jesus Christ was simply using figurative language to express the need for faith in His person and work.  Jn. 6:28-29

F. His body or flesh is used to refer to His human identity; either term can be used by synecdoche (using a part to represent the whole) for the entirety of His Person.

G. As indicated above, His blood refers to His sacrifice of His life for sins, His work on the cross that provided the potential for salvation for all mankind.

H. Eating and drinking are used metaphorically to represent the necessity of faith in His person and work as the only means of obtaining salvation.  Ps. 34:8, 119:103

I. The teaching found in John 6 has been distorted by many (the Roman Catholic Church is the foremost example) into the false belief that rituals are efficacious with respect to salvation and/or spirituality.

J. The fact that a ritual is repeated should inform believers that it cannot actually be efficacious.  Heb. 10:1-3,11 

K. Nevertheless, many groups believe that the ritual of the Lord’s Table is a sacrament; a sacrament is defined as a ritual that actually bestows or imparts God’s grace to the one participating in it.

L. This view has given rise to the false doctrines of transubstantiation (the bread and wine become the literal body and blood of Christ) and consubstantiation (the view that the bread and wine of Communion are spiritually the flesh and blood of Jesus, yet the bread and wine are still actually only bread and wine.).

VII. The work of Jesus Christ is the basis for the efficacy of rebound.

A. There is no question that believers continue to possess a functional and active sin nature following the salvation adjustment.  IJn. 1:8; Rom. 7:14ff
B. Logically, the believer must continue to commit personal sins after his salvation, since sins are the natural product of the sin nature.  IJn. 1:10

C. Each time a believer sins, God must break fellowship with him, since perfect righteousness will not compromise in order to maintain fellowship with unrighteousness.  IJn. 5:17; IIChron. 19:7

D. In that regard, the believer is simply viewed as a disobedient child in the family of God; the believer does not lose His relationship with God (that is impossible, according to Jesus), but simply loses His fellowship with God.  Jn. 10:27-29

E. Therefore, the believer must remove the unrighteousness (sin) in order to be restored to fellowship with God.  Job 22:23

F. The only biblical method for dealing with sin and unrighteousness is the rebound technique.  IJn. 1:9   If  [the conjunction eva.n (ean) introduces a condition of the third class, which presents the condition as uncertain of fulfillment but still likely; maybe believers will confess their sins, maybe they won’t] we confess [the verb o`mologe,w (homologeo) means to cite or acknowledge; it was used in a legal sense to denote one that made a true statement in a court of law.  Since this is a legal term having to do with citing the facts of a case, it implies that the Supreme Court of Heaven places no emphasis on anything beyond that confession.] our sins, [the subjective genitive of the personal pronoun indicates that believers can and do continue to commit sins after salvation, and it may be translated as the sins we committed.  The Greek noun a`marti,a (hamartia) means to miss the mark; hence, it denotes an action that does not meet the standard of righteousness, a sin] He [immediate context indicates that the Father is in view. IJn. 1:5-6] is faithful [reliable, trustworthy; the believer can rely on the fact that God does the same thing every time he confesses a sin, since He is immutable] and righteous [God does not have to violate His righteousness in order to provide forgiveness, since all sins have been judged in Christ.  The term recognizes that God’s forgiveness is in accordance with the doctrine of propitiation, and the highest standards of law, justice, and morality] to forgive us our sins [as the offended party, only God can forgive those that violate His righteousness and fall short of His glory] and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  [not only does God forgive the sin in question, but all other sins that may have been committed in the interim are also forgiven when a believer confesses any sin.  The believer can be assured that God cleanses him from all sins, known and unknown; additionally, God also removes the guilt that is associated with the sin.  This is taught in the doctrine of expiation.]  IJn. 1:7
G. Just as salvation was obtained entirely through grace, spirituality is likewise a matter of grace and not human works, efforts, or achievements.  
H. Because of His perfect work on the cross, Jesus Christ now stands as the legal defender of the believer, acting as his defense attorney in the court of Heaven.  IJn. 2:1-2; Rev. 12:10
I. Failure to understand, believe, and practice the principle of rebound destines the believer to spend his life out of fellowship; this negates the possibility of Divine good production, which will result in shame and loss at the Bema Seat.  Jn. 13:8, 15:4-5; IICor. 5:10; IJn. 2:28
VIII. Blessings procured by the blood of Christ.

A. The blood of Christ is the basis for propitiation (winning the favor of and averting the anger of God by satisfying His righteousness).  Rom. 3:25; Heb. 2:17

B. The work of Christ is the basis for redemption (freeing captives by means of paying a specified ransom price).  Acts 20:28; Eph. 1:7; Rev. 5:9

C. It is through the work of Christ that unbelievers are reconciled to God (Rom. 5:10; Col. 1:20); additionally, His work reconciled Jews and Gentiles into a single body.  Eph. 2:13-17

D. It is the basis for justification (the imputation of God’s righteousness to the one that believes in Christ).  Rom. 5:9

E. Faith in His person and work results in the imputation of eternal life; this begins the abiding principle.  Jn. 6:53-54,56

F. Additionally, His work is the basis for the believer’s confidence in his resurrection and his eternal security.  Jn. 6:57

G. His sacrifice was the basis for His exaltation as the great High Priest as well as His current intercessory work for believers.  Heb. 9:11-12
H. His work is the basis for the forgiveness of sins, which forms the basis for believers’ confident access to God.  Heb. 9:12, 10:19

I. His work on the cross is the basis for every aspect of sanctification (the act or process of separating someone; the act or process of making one holy).  Heb. 10:19, 13:12-13; Rev. 7:14

J. The knowledge of His sacrifice is the basis for the believer’s confidence in time 

(Heb. 10:19) and is the means by which the conscience is cleansed.  Heb. 9:14

K. His sacrifice is the basis for the believer’s victory in the angelic conflict.  Rev. 12:11
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